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Basic Types of Standardized Classroom Testing/Evaluation

Type of 
Standardized 
Test

Purpose Timing Characteristics Examples

Educational 
Placement Test

Determine 
readiness for a 
specific 
educational level 
or program.

Administered at 
the beginning or 
before placement 
in courses.

Places individuals 
in appropriate 
educational 
programs based 
on current 
abilities.

Advanced 
Placement (AP) 
exams, Graduate 
Record 
Examination 
(GRE) subject 
tests.

Formative Test Provide ongoing 
feedback during 
the learning 
process to inform 
instruction and 
student learning.

Occurs during 
instruction and 
learning activities.

Informal, low-
stakes, not usually 
graded; helps 
adapt teaching in 
real-time.

Quizzes, polls, 
class discussions, 
homework, 
teacher 
observations.

Diagnostic Test Identify students' 
strengths, 
weaknesses, and 
prior knowledge 
before instruction.

 

Conducted before 
or at the 
beginning of a 
course or unit.

Aims to diagnose 
areas of difficulty 
or gaps in 
knowledge; helps 
tailor instruction.

Pre-tests, 
readiness 
assessments, 
placement tests.

Summative Test

 

Measure what 
students have 
learned at the end 
of a course, unit, 
or instructional 
period.

 
Occurs at the end 
of a specific 
instructional 
period or course.

Formal, high-
stakes, graded; 
typically 
determines grades 
or course 
completion.

Final exams, end-
of-term projects, 
standardized tests, 
midterm 
assessments.

Achievement Test

 

Assess knowledge 
or skills in a 
specific subject.

 
Usually 
summative, at the 
end of instruction.

Measures 
individual 
performance 
relative to 
standards or 
learning 
objectives.

SAT, ACT, state -
mandated 
assessments.
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Aptitude Test  Measure potential 
to develop 
specific skills or 
excel in certain 
areas.

 

Typically 
administered 
before career or 
education 
planning.

 

Predicts future 
potential or 
capacity to learn.

Graduate 
Management 
Admission Test 
(GMAT), 
Differential 
Aptitude Test 
(DAT).

Cognitive Ability 
Test

 

Assess general 
cognitive abilities 
like reasoning and 
memory.

 

Often 
administered 
independently of 
specific events.

 

Measures general 
cognitive skills, 
not tied to content.

IQ tests (e.g., 
Stanford-Binet).

Personality Test

 

Examine 
personality traits, 
behavior patterns, 
or preferences.

 

May be used in 
various contexts, 
such as 
employment or 
clinical 
assessment.

 

Measures 
personality traits 
or tendencies.

Minnesota 
Multiphasic 
Personality 
Inventory 
(MMPI), Myers-
Briggs Type 
Indicator (MBTI).

Employment Test

 

Evaluate job 
applicants' 
qualifications, 
skills, and 
aptitude for
specific positions.

Part of the 
employment 
application and 
selection process.

 

Assesses job-
related skills, 
knowledge, and 
suitability for 
specific roles.

Cognitive ability 
tests, personality 
assessments, job-
specific skill 
assessments.

Performance 
Assessment

Assess skills or 
knowledge 
through practical 
tasks or 
demonstrations.

May be 
administered 
during or at the 
end of instruction.

Measures 
practical 
application of 
skills or 
understanding of 
specific content.

National 
Assessment of 
Educational 
Progress (NAEP), 
job skills 
assessments.
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Goal Improved learning 

and Instruction
 

 Type of Test

 

 
Population

 Test Objectives

 Deciding the Length of Test

 
Scoring Method

 
Test Format

 

Cost of Production

 

Using the Results

Table 1.2
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_
_

_
_

_
_

Review of Instructional Objectives

Content Analysis

Development of the Test Blue-Print

Item Writing

Face Validity

Trial Testing

Item Analysis_

Item Selection
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Table of Specification (Test Blue-Print)  

 Contents

 

 Knowledge

 
40%

 

Compr

 
25%

 

Application

 
20%

 

Analysis

 
5%

 

Synthesis

5%

 

Eval-

uation

5%

Total

100%

Topic A

 

35%

 

8

 

5

 

4

 

1

 

1

 

1 20

Topic B

 

10%

 

2

 

2

 

1

 

0

 

0

 

0 5

Topic C

 

25%

 

6

 

4

 

3

 

1

 

1

 

1 16

Topic D

 

20%

 

5

 

3

 

2

 

1

 

1

 

1 13

Topic E

10%
3 2 1 0 0 0 6

Total

100%
24 16 11 3 3 3 60

Table 1.4

Objec�ve Level
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35

100
×

40

100
× 60 = 8.4 ≅ 8

35

100
×

25

100
× 60 = 5.25 ≅ 5
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2� +
 

P = 
U + L

2N
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D = U - L
       N

D.I = L - U
       N

a.  1.75  × 104            b.      17.5  × 105           c.     1.75 × 105 d. 175.000 × 104

 Alternatives  Options  Total

A
 
B

 
C*

 
D

 
Total

Upper Group (U)
 

3
 

3
 

9
 

0
 

15

Lower Group (L)
 

5
 

6
 

4
 

0
 

15

Total
 

8
 

9
 

13
 

0
 

32
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= P =
U + L

2N+
=

9 + 4

2 × 15
=

13

30
= 0.43 ∴ P = 0.43

d =
U − L

N
=

9 − 4

15
=

5

15
= 0.33

A=
L − U

N
=

5 − 3

15
=

2

15
= 0.13

= 6 − 3
15

= 0.2

=
0 − 0

15
= 0.00

n
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